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Budget in of the deals struck during their 
long days of secret negotiations if 
Fletcher exercises his veto power. 

The good news for legislators: 
Fletcher said he has been briefed 
on parts of the budget proposal 
and doesn't know of anything in it 
that he would likely veto - at least 

$18 billion behemoth. 
"I will evaluate it, and try to 

I do what's best to move the state Grand Theatre, Lock 4 forward," Fletcher said. 

business plan and $500,000 for improve- 
ments at Blazer library. KSU president 

benefit while KSU waits 

See BUDGET, A7 

In his public appearances, 
Fletcher has supported many 
of the known budget initiatives, 
lncludlng . , $50 million to buy class- 
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budget and vote on other penhinil 
legislation. 

Fletcher has up to 10 days after 
the legislature passes the budget 
to exercise his veto power, which 
means he can strike items from the 
budget after lawmakers have gone 
back home. 

House Speaker Jody Richards, 
D-Bowling Green, said the budget 
crafted by legislative leaders is 
solid. 

"I think we'll be fine," he said. 
"I don't believe the governor will 
veto anything major, and I cer- 
tainly hope he doesn't." 

Kendra Stewart, a political sci- 
entist at Eastern Kentucky Univer- 
sity, said the timing of the budget 
vote undermines the democratic 
process by cutting into the system 
of checks and balances established 
under the state Constitution. 

"Even though the governor is 
the official who everybody gets to 
vote for or against, he doesn't nec- 
essarily represent the views of the 
entire population," she said. "And 
so the idea is that the legislature 
is better at making sure various 
interests are represented. For every 
power one of the branches of gov- 
ernment has, there is a check on 
that power. Giving the governor 
power to veto, the writers of the 
Kentucky Constitution were sure 
to give the legislature power to 
override that veto." 
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~ i c h a e l  Baranowski, a politi- 

cal scientist at Northern Kentucky 
University, said developing a state 
spending plan is a time-consuming 
process - and often very conten- 
tious. In fact, the General Assem- 
bly adjourned in 2002 and 2004 
without passing a budget. 

"That really is just part and 
parcel of being a part-time leg- 
islature with strict constitutional 
limits on how long you can meet," 
Baranowski said. 

After a 20-hour-long meeting 
on March 30-31, legislative lead- 
ers went home for a weeklong 
break. Had they stayed, lawmakers 
would have had time to vote on the 
spending plan and get it to Fletchel 
in plenty of time to consider any 
veto overrides, if that were neces- 
sary. 

Fletcher said he believes the 
budget agreement is a sign that 
Kentucky legislators are learning 
to cope with a Republican at the 
state's helm. Democrats had con- 
trolled both chambers of the Gen- 
eral Assembly until 2000. Fletcher 
is the first Republican governor 
since 1971. 

"It probably reflects a settling 
in, you know, a transition where 
we have a two-party system here 
in Frankfort," he said. "And so I 
think that's a very positive thing 
regarding the legislature." 


